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Tothe Reader. 


caSroL ader doe not difdaine tor ead this 
Lelation, and looke not here to 
SESS haue a large Gate and no building 
within. a full-ftuffed T itle with no matter 
in the Booke . But here reade the truth, and 
that thou (halt find without any frothy bume 
bafted words, or any quaint new=deuiled ad- 
ditions, onely as it was Written (not intended 
for the Preffe ) by a renerend Diuine now 
there lining, who onely fent it to fome Friends 
here which were defirous of his Relations , 
which is an Epitomy of their proceedings in 
the Plantation. And for thy part if thou 
meaneft to be no Planter nor Venturer, doe 
but lend thy good Prayers for the furthrance 
of it. And fo F reft a well-wifher to all the 
good defignes both of them which are gone, 
and. of them that are to goe. 


M. S. 


NEW-ENGLANDS 
PLAN TATION. 


eK Tees Of New-Enzland, And be- 
2, 4) caufe the liteand wel-fare 
Vae{ of euerie Creature here 
=~ &@ below,and the commodi- 
— oufnefie of the Countrey 
whereas fuch Creatures liue,doth by the moft 
wife ordering of Gods prouidence, depend 
next vnto himfelfe, vpon the temperature and 
difpofition of the foure’ Elements, Earth, 
Water, Aire and Fire ( For as of the mixture 
of all thefe, all fublunarie things are compo- — 
fed; fo by the more or leffe inioyment of the 
wholefome temper and conuenient vie of 
thefe, confifteth the onely well-being both of 
Man and Beaft in a more or lefle comfortable 
meafurc in all Countreys vnder the Heanens) 
Therefore I will endeauour to fhew you what 
New-England is by the confideration of each 
of thefe apart, and truly endeavour by Gods © 
helpe to report nothing but the naked truth, 
and that both to tell you of the difcommodi- 
ties as well as of the commodities, though . 
the 
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the idle Prouerbe is, Trawelers may lye by ame 
-_ thoritie, and fo may take too much finfull li- 
bertie that way. Yet I may fay of my felfe as 
once Nehensiah did in another cafe: Shall fuch 
A Man as 1 lye? No verily : It becommeth 
not a Preacher of Truth to be a Writer of 
Falfhood in any degree: and therefore I haue 
beene carefull to report nothing of New- 
England but what I haue partly feene with 
mine owne Eyes, and partly heard and enqui- 
red from the Mouthes of verie honeft and 
religious perfon, who by liuing in the Coun- 
trey agood {pace of time haue had experience 
and knowledge of the ftate thereof, & whofe 
teftimonies 1 doe beleeue as my felfe. 

Firft therefore of the Earth of New-England 
and all the appurtenances thereof. It isa Land 
of diuers and fundry forts all about — 
lets Bay, and at Charles Riucr is as fat blacke 
Earth as can be feene any where : and in other 
places you hauea clay foyle, in other grauell, 
in other fandy,as it is all about our Plantation 
at Salem, tor fo our Towne is now named, 
Pfal. 76.2. 

The forme of the Earth here in the fuper- 
ficics of itis neither too flat in the plainneffe, 
nor too high in Hils, but partakes of both in 
a mediocritie, and fit for Pafture,or for Plow 
or Meddow ground,as Men pleafe to employ 
it: though all the Countrey be as it were a 
thicke Wood for the generall, yet in diuers 
places there is much ground cleared by the 
Tediens, and efpecially about the Plantation- 

and 
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and Iam told that about three miles from vs a 
Man may ftand ona little hilly place and {ee 
diuers thoufands of acres of ground as good 
as need to be,and not a Tree in the fame. It is 
thought here is good Clay to make Bricke 
and Tyles and Earthen-Pots as needs to be, 
At this inftant we are fetting a Bricke-Kill on 
worke to make Brickes and Tyles for the 
building of our Houfes. For Stone, here is 
plentie of Slates at the Ile of Slate in Ma/a- 
thulets Bay, and Lime-ftone, Free-ftone, and 
Smooth-ftone, and Iron-ftone, and Marble- 
ftone alfo in fuch ftore, that we haue great 
Rockes of it, and a Harbour hard by. Our 
Saran is from thence called Marble-har- 
our. 

Of Minerals there hath yet beene but little 
tijall made,yet we are not without great hope 
of being furnifhed in that Soyle. 

The fertilitie of the Soyle is to be admired 
at, as appeareth in the aboundance of Graffe 
that groweth euerie where both verie thicke, 
verie long, and verie high in diuers places: 
but it groweth very wildly witha great ftalke 
anda Ait and ranker blade,becaufe it neuer 
had been eaten with Cattle, nor mowed with 
a Sythe, and feldome trampled on by foot. 
It is {carce to be beleeued how our Kine and 
Goats, Horfes and Hogges doe thriue and 
profper here and like well of this Countrey. 

In our Plantation we haue already a quart 
of Milke for a penny: but the aboundant en- 
creafe of Corne proues ~~ Countrey to be 
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a wonderment. Thirtie,fortie, fiftie, fixtie are 
ordinarie herc : yea d/fepis encreale in eFgype 
is out-{tript here with vs. Our Planters hope 
to haue more then ahundred fould this yere ; 
and all this white I am within compaffe, what 
will you fay of two hundred fould 2nd vp- 
wards ? It is almoft incredible what great 
gaine fome of our Englifh Planters haue had 
by our Indian Corne. Credible perfons haue 
a{lured me, and the partie himfelfe auouched 
the truth of itto me,that of the fetting of 13 
Gallons of Corne he hath had encreafe of it 
52 Hogfheads,euerie Hogthead holding feuen 
Butfhels of Lewdon meafure,and eucrie Bufhell 
was by him fold and trufted to the Z#dians for 
fo much Beaucr as was worth 18 fhillings and 
fo of this 13 Gallons of Corne which was 
worth 6 fhillings 8 pence, he made about 327 
pounds of it the yecre following,as by recko- 
ning will appeare: where you may fee how 
God bleffeth-husbandry in this Land. There 
is not {uch great and beautifull eares of Corne 
I fuppofe any where elfe to be found but in 
this Countrey : being alfo of varietie of co- 
lours,as red,blew and yellow, &c. and of one 
Corne there {pringeth foure or fiue hundred. 
I haue fent you many Eares of diuers colours 
that you might {ce the truth of it, 

Little Children here by fetting of Corne 
may earne much more then their owne main- 
tenance. : 

They haue tryed our Engh Corne at new 
Plimouth Plantation, fo that all our feuerall 

Graines. 
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Graines will grow here verie well, aid naue a 
firting Soyle for their nature. 

Our Goucrnour hath fture of greene Peafe 
growing in his Garden as good as eucr I eat 
in England, ‘if 

This Countrey aboundeth naturally with 
fore of Roots of great varietie and good to 
cat. Our Turnips, Par{nips and Carrots are 
here both bigger and {weeter then is ordina- 
rily to be found.in Exgland, Here arealfo ftore 
of Pumpions,Cowcumbers, and other rhings 
of that nature which I know not. Alfo,diuers 
excellent Pot-herbs grow abundantly among 
the Graffe, as Strawberrie leaues in all places 
of the Countrey,and plenti¢e of Strawberries 
i their time, and Penyroyall, Winterfauerie, 
Sorrell, Brookelime, Liuverwort, Caruell and 
Watercrefles,alfo Leekes and Onions are or- 
dinarie,and diuers Phyficall Herbes. Here are 
alfo aboundance of other fweet Herbes de- 
lightfall to the fmell, whofe names we know 
not,&c. and plentie of fingle Damaske Rofes 
verie {weet ; and two kinds of Herbes that 
beare two kind of Flowers very fweet, which 
they fay, are as good to make Cordage or 
Cloathas any Hempe or Flaxe we haue, 

Excellent Vines are here vp and dewne in 
the Woods. Our Gouernour hath already 
planted a Vineyard with great hope of en- 
creafe. 

Alfo,Mulberies, Plums, Rafpberies, Cor- 
rance,Chef{nuts,Filberds, Walnuts,Smalnuts, 
Hurtleberies & Hawes of Whitethorne neere 
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as good as ourCherries in Exgland,they grow 
in plentie here. 

For Wood there is no better inthe World 
Ithinke, here being foure forts of Oke diffe- 
ring both inthe Leafe, Timber, and Colour, 
all excellent good. There is alfo good Afh, 
Elme, Willow, Birch, Beech, Saxafras, Iuniper 
Cipres,Cedar, Spruce, Pines & Firre that wil] 
yeeld abundance of Turpentine, Pitch, Tarre, 
Mafts and other materials for building both 
of Ships and Houfes. Alfo here are {tore of 
Sumacke Trees, they are good for dying and 
tanning of Leather, likewife fuch Trees yeeld 
a precious Gum called White Beniamen, that 
they fay is excellent for perfumes. Alfo here 
be diuers Roots and Berries wherewith the 
Indians dye excellent holyday colours that no 
raine nor wafhing canalter. Alfo, wee haue 
materials to make Sope-Afhes and Salt-Peter 
in aboundance. 

For Beafts there are fome Beares, and they 
fay fome Lyons alfo ; for they haue been feen 
at Cape Anne. Alfo here are feuerall forts of 
Deere, fome whereof bring three or foure 
young ones at once, which is not ordinaric in 
England. Al\fo Wolues, Foxes, Beauers,Ot- 
ters,Martins,great wild Cats, & a great Beaft 
called a Molke as bigge as an Oxe.I haue feen 
the Skins of all thefe Beafts fince I cameto 
this Plantation excepting Lyons. Alfo here 
are great {tore of Squerrels,fome they re 
fome fmaller and lefier: there are {ome of the 
lefler fort,they tell me,that by a certaine wi 
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will fly from Tree to Tree though they ftand 
farre diftant. — 


Of the waters of New-England with the things. 
belonging to the fame. . 


Ew-England hath Water enough both 
falt and frefh, the greateft Sea in the 
World, the tlanticke Sea runs all along the 
Coaft thereof. There are abundance of Ilands 
along the Shore, fome full of Wood and Matt 
to feed Swine; and others cleere of Wood, 
and fruitfull to beare Corne. Alfo we haue 
ftore of excellent harbours for Ships,.as. at 
Cape Aune,and at Adafathulets Bay, and at 
Salem, and at many other places :and they are 
the better becaufe for Strangers there is a ve- 
rie difficult and dangerous paflage into them, 
but vnto.{uch as. are well acquainted with 
them, they are eafie and fafe enough. The 
aboundance of Sea-Fifh are almoft beyond 
beleeuing,and fure I fhould {carce-hane belee- 
ued it except I had feene. it with-mine owne 
Eyes. I faw great ftore of Whales, and 
Crampufle, and fuch aboundance of Make, — 
rils that it would aftonifh one to behold, like- — 
wife Cod-Fifl aboundance on the Coaft,and 
in their feafon.are,plentifilly: taken. Thereisa 
Fith called a Baffe,a moft {weet & wholefome 
Fifh as euer I did eat, it is altogether as good 
as our frefh Sammon, and the feafon. of their 
comming was. begun when we came firft to 
New-Englana. io, dyn, and {0 coritinied ane 
| three 
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htee months fpace. Of this Fish our Fifhers 
take many hundreds together, which I haue 
feene lying on the fhore to my admiration ; _ 
yea, their Nets ordinarily take more then 
they are able to hale to Land,and for want of 
Boats and Men they are con{trained to let a 
many goe after they haue taken them,and yet 
fomietimes they fill two Boate at atime with 
them. And befides Baffle we take plentie of 
Scate and Thornbacke, and aboundance oy 
Lobfters, that. the leaft Boy in the Plantation 
may both catch and eat what he wil of them. 
For my owne past I was foone cloyed with 
them,they were fo great,and fat, and luffious. 
I haue {eene fome my felfe that haue weighed 
16 pound, but others haue had diuers time fo 
ereat Lobfters as haue weighed 25 pound,as 
they:aflured me. Alfo here is aboundance of 
Herring, Turbut, Sturgion, Cuskes, Hadocks, 
Mullets, Eeles, Crabs, Muskles.atid Oyfters. 
Befide there is probabilitie that the Countrey 
is ofan excellent temper for the making of 
Salt: for fince our comming our Fifhcrmen 
haue brought homie veri¢ good Salt which 
they. found candied by the ftanding of the Sea 
water and the heat of the Sunne,vpona Rock 
by the Sea fhore.2 and in. diuers Salr Marifhes 
thar fome haue gonethrough,they haue found 
fome Salt in fome places cruthing vader their 
Feet and cleauing to their Shoes. | 
Andas‘for frefh Water the Countrey is fult 
of daintieSprings,and fome great Riuers,and- 
fome lefler Brookes saad at Mafathalets Bay 
-: they 
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they digged Wels and found Water at three 
Foot deepe in moft places : and neere Salem 
they haueas fine cleare Water as we can de- 
fire,and we may digge Wels and find Water 
where we lift, ; ; 

Thus we fee both Land and Sea abound 
with ftore of bleffings for the comfortable © 
fuftenance of Mans life in New: England, 


Of the Aire of New-England with the Temper 
and Creatures in it, | 


les Temper of the Aire of New-England 
is one {peciall thing that commends this — 
place. Experience doth manifeft that there is 
hardly amore healthfull place to be found in 
the World that agreeth better with our En- 
glifh Bodyes. Many that haue beene weake 
and fickly in old Exgdand,by comming hither 


hane beene thoroughly healed and growne 


healthfull and ftrong. For here is an extraor- 
dinarie cleere and dry Aire that is of a moft 
healing nature to all fuch as are of a Cold, 
Melancholy,Flegmatick, Reumaticke temper 
of Body. None can more truly fpeake hereof 
by their owne experience then my felfe. My 
Friends that knew me can well tell how verie 
fickly I haue been and continually in Phyfick, 
being much troubled with a tormenting paine 
through an extraordinarie weaknefle of my 
Stomacke,and aboundance of Melancholicke 
humors; but fince I came hither on this Voy~ 
age, I thanke God I haue ie perfect sr 
an 
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and freed from paine and vomitings, hauing a 
Sromacke to digeft the hardeft and courfeft 
fare who before could not eat fineft meat;and 
whereas my Stomacke could onely digeft and 
did require fuch drinke as was both ftrong 
and ftale, now I can and doe oftentimes drink 
New- England water veric well,and Ithat hauc 
not gone without a Cap for many yeeres to- 
ecther, neither durft leaue off the fame, haue 
now caft away my Cap, and doe weare none 
at all in the day time: and whereas before- 
time I cloathed my felfe with double cloathes 
and thicke Waftcoats to keepe me warme, 
euen in the Summer time, I doe now goe as 
thin clad as any, oncly wearing alight Stuffe 
Catfocke vpon my Shirt and Stwffe Breeches 
of one thickneffe without Linings. Befides. 
{ nauc one of my Children that was formerly 
moft lamentably handled with fore breaking 
out of both his hands and feet of the Kings- 
Euill, but fince he came hither he is verie well 
ouer hee was, and thcre is hope of perfeG re- 
coucrie fhortly, euen by the verie wholefom- 
neffe of the Aire, altcring, digefting and dry- 
ing vp the cold and crude humors of rhe Bo- 
dy: and therefore I thinke itis a wife courfe 
for all cold compicétions to come to rake 
Phyficke in New-Englind : for a fup of New- 
Englands Airc is better then a whole draft of 
old Exglands Ale. 

In the Summer time in the midft of fay 
and Augaff,it is a sood deale hotter then in old 
England : and in Winter, lanuary and February 

are 
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are much colder as they fay: but the Spring 
and Autumneareofamiddleremper, 
Fowles of the Aire are plentifull here, and 
of all forts as we haue in Exglandas farreas 
I can learne, and a great many of ftrange 
Fowles which we know not. Whilft I was 
writing thefethings,one of our Men brought 
home an Eagle which he had killed in the 
Wood: they fay they are good meat. Alfo 
here are many kinds of excellent Hawkes, 
both Sea Hawkes and Land Hawkes : and my 
felfe walking in the Woods with another in 
company, {prung a Partridge fo bigge that 
through the heauinefle of his Body could fly 
but a little way : they that haue killed them, 
fay they are as bigge as our Hens, Here are 
Jikewile aboundance of Turkies ofteri killed 
inthe Woods, farre greater then our Englifh 
Turkies, and exceeding fat, {weet and flefhy, 
for here they haue aboundance of feeding all 
the ycere long,as Strawberries,in Summer all 
places are full of them,and all manner of Ber- 
ries and Fruits. In the Winter time I haue 
feene Flockes of Pidgeons, and haue eaten of 
them: they doe flye from Tree to Tree as 
other Birds doe,which our Pidgeons will nor 
doe in England: they are of all colours as ours 
are, but their wings and tayles are farr longer, 
and therefore it is likely they fly fwifter to 
efcape the terrible Hawkes in this Countrey. 
In Winter time this Countrey doth abound 
with wild Geefe, wild Duckes, and other Sea 
Fowle,that a great part of winter the Planters 
3o ae haue 


New-Englands Plantation. 


haue eaten nothing but roaftmeat of divers 
Fowles which they haue killed. 

Thus you haue heard of the Earth, Water 
and Aire of New-England, now it may be you 
expect fomething to befaid of the Fire pro- 
portionable tothe reft of the Elements. 
~ Indeed I thinke New England may boatt of 
this Element more then of all the reft : for 
though it be here fomthing cold in the winter, 
yet here we haue plentic of Fire to warmevs, © 
and that a great deale cheaper then they feli 
Billets and Faggots in London: nay, all Europe 
is not able to afford to make fo great Fires as 
New. England. A poore Seruant here that is to 
pofiefie but 50 Acres of Land,may afford to 
giue more wood for Timber and Fire as good 
as the world yeelds,then many Noble Men in 
England can aftord to doe.Here is good liuing 
for thofe that loue good Fires. And although 
Wew-England haue no Tallow to make Can- 
dles of, yet by the aboundance of the Fith 
thereof, it canafford Oyle for Lampes. Yea 
our Pine-Trees that are the moft plentifull of 
all wood, doth allow vs plentie of Candles, 
which are verie vfefull in a Houfe: and they 
are fuch Candles as the Indians commonly 
vie,hauing no other,and they are nothing elfe 
but the wood of the Pine Tree clouen intwo 
lutle flices fomething thin, which are fo full 
of the moyfture of Turpentine and Pitch, 
thatthey burne as cleereas a Torch. I haue 
fent you fome of them that you may fee the 
experience of them. 


Thus 
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Thus of New Englands commccities, tow 
I willtell you of fome difcommoadizies chit 
are here to be found. | 

Firft, Inthe Summer {eafon for thefe three 
months June, uly and Auguft, we are troubled 
much with little Flyes called Musketoes, be- 
ing the fame they are troubled with in Lin. 
colufbsere and the Fens:and they are nothing 
but Gnats, which except they be finoked out 
of their Howles are troublefome in the night 

eaion. 

Secondly, In the Winter feafon for two 
months {pace the Earth is commonly couered 
with Snow, which is accompanied with fharp 
biting Frofts, fomething more fharpe then is 
in old Exgland,and therefore are torced to 
make great Fires, 

Thirdly, This Countrey _ full of 
Woods and Wildernefles, doth alfo much 
abound with Snakes and Serpents of ftrange 
colours and huge greatnefle : yea there are 
fome Serpents called Rattle Snakes,that haue 
Rattles in their Tayles that will not flye from 
a Manas others will, but will flye vpon him 
and fting him fo mortally, that he will dye 
within a quarter of an houre after, except the 
partie {tinged haue about him fome of the 
root of. an Hearbe called Snake weed to bite 
on, and then he fhall receiue no harme; but 

et feldome falles it out that any hurt is done 
o thefe. About three yeeres fincean /wdsan 
was ftung to death by one of them, but we 

heard of none finse that time. 
C 3 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly and laftly, Here wants as yet the 
‘good company of honeft Chriftians to brin 
with them Horfes, Kine and Sheepe to make 
vie of this fruitfull Land: great pittie it is to 
{fee fo much good ground for Corne and for 
Graffe as any is vnder the Heauens, to lye al- 
together vnoccupied, when fo many honeft 
Men & their Families in old Exg/and through 
the populoufneffe thereof,do make very hard 
fhift to liue one by the other. 

Now, thus you know what New-England 
is,as allo with the commodities and difcom-. 
modities thereof: now I will fhew youa little 
of the Inhabitants thereof, and their gouern- 
ment. 

For their Gouernours they haue K ings, 
which they call Sazgamores, {ome greater,and 
fome leffer, according to the number of their 
Subiccts. 

The greateft Saggamores about vs can not 
make aboue three hundred Men, and other 
 lefle Saggamores haue not aboue fitteene Sub- 
tects, and others neere about vs but two, 

Their Subiedcts about twelue yeeres fiance 
were {wept away by a great and gricuous 
Plague that was amongft them, fo that there 
are verie few left to inkabite the Countrey. 

The Jndians are not able to make vie of the 
one fourth part of the Land,neither haue they 
_ any fetled places, as Townes to dwell in, nor 

any ground as they challenge for their owne 
poffeffion, but change their habitation from 
place to place. | 


For. 
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For their Statures,they are a tall and ftrong 
limmed People,their colours are rtawny,they 
goe naked, faue onely they are in part coue- 
red with Beafts Skins on one of their Shoul- 
ders, and weare fomething before their Pri- 
uitics : their Haire is gencrally blackejand cut 
before like our Gentlewomen, and one locke 
longer then the reft, much like to our Gentle- 
men,which fafhion I thinke came from hence 
into England, 

For their weapons, they haue Bowes and 
Arrowes, fome of them headed with Bone, 
and fome with Brafle: 1 haue fent you fome 
of them for an example. | 

The Men for the moft part liue idleiy,they 
doe nothing but hunt and fifh: their wiues fet 
their Corne and doe all their other worke. 
They haue little Houfhold ftuffe, as a Kettle, 
and fame other Veflels like Trayes, Spoones, 
Dithes and Baskets. | 

Their Houfes are verie little and homely, — 
being made with {mall Poles pricked into 
the ground, and fo bended and faftned at the 
tops, and on the fides they are matted with. 
Boughes,& couered on the Roofe with Sedge 
and old Mats;and for their beds that they take 
their reft on, they haue a Mat. 

They doe generally profefle to like well of 
eur comming and planting here; partly be- 
caufe there is abundance of ground that they 
catmot pofieffe nor make vfe of, and partly 
becaufe our being here will be a meanes both 
of reliefe to them when they want, and alfo a 

| defence 
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defence from their Enemies, wherewith (1 
fay ) before this Plantation begun, they were 
olive indangered, | | 

For their Religion, they doe worfhip two 
Gods, a good God and an euill God: the 
good God they call Tastam, and their euill 
God whom they feare will doe them hurt, 
they call Squantam. 

For their dealing with.vs, we neither feare 
them nor truft them, for fourtie of our Muf- 
keteeres will driue fiue hundred of them out 
of the Field. We vie then kindly, they will 
come into our Houfes fometimes by halfe a 
douzen or halfe a {core at a time when we are 
at victuals, but will aske or take nothing but 
what we giue them. 

We purpofe to learne their Language as 
foone as we can,which will be a meanes to do 
them good. | 


Of the prefent condition of the Plantation, 
and what it ws. 


Hen we came firft to Neshum-kek, we 

found about halfea {core Houfes,and 

a faire Houfe newly built for the Gouernour, 
we found alfo aboundance of Corne planted 
by them, verie good and well likeing. And we 
brought with vs about two hundred Paffen- 
gers and Planters more, which by common 
confent of the old Planters were all cémbi- 
ned together into one Body Politicke, vnder 
the fame Gouernour. OF ES 
| There 
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There are in all of vs both old and new 
Planters about three hundred, whereof two 
hundred of them are fetled at Webum-kek,now 
called Salem: and the reft haue Planted them- 
felues at Mafathulets Bay, beginning to build 
a Towne there which we doe call Cherton, or 
Charles Towne. 

We that are fetled at Salem make what haft 
we can to build Houfes, fo that within a fhort 
time we fhall haue a faire Towne. 

We haue great Ordnance, wherewith we 
doubt not but we fhall fortifie our felues in 
a fliort time to keepe out a potent Aduerfarie. 
But that which is our greateft comfort, and 
meanes of defence aboue all other, is,that we 
haue here the true Religion and holy Ordi- 
nances of Almightie God taught among tt vs: 
Thankes be to God,we haue here plentie of 
Preaching, and diligent Catechizing, with 
ftrickt and carefull exercife, and good and 
commendable orders to bring our People in- 
to a Chriftian conuerfation with whom we 

haue to doe withall. And thus we doubt 

not but God will be with vs, and 
if God be with vs, who can 
be againft vs? 


FINIS. 
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